AGENDA NOTE - HRPDC QUARTERLY COMMISSION MEETING
ITEM #15: OLD/NEW BUSINESS

A. LETTER TO GOVERNOR MCAULIFFE SUPPORTING INITIATIVES RELATED TO

RECURRENT FLOODING AND SEA LEVEL RISE

Recurrent flooding and sea level rise are significant challenges facing many
communities in Hampton Roads. There are currently several efforts at the state level
that are related to recurrent flooding or sea level rise, including the Recurrent
Flooding Sub-Panel of the Secure Commonwealth Panel, the Joint Subcommittee on
Recurrent Flooding, and the Governor’s Climate Change and Resiliency Update
Commission. The City of Norfolk has requested that the HRPDC staff draft a letter to
be sent to the Governor on behalf of the Commission. This letter would urge the
Governor to continue his support for these efforts and his engagement and
leadership on these issues.
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RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Authorize the Chairman to send a letter to Governor McAuliffe supporting his
continued engagement in efforts addressing recurrent flooding and sea level rise.
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While much in the way of planning, funding, or regulatory changes can be done at the state
level, most adaptation planning and implementation will be done locally. Please consider
additional support and participation in local and regional efforts, such as those occurring in
Hampton Roads, through state agency assistance and support for appropriate legislation.

Recurrent flooding and sea level rise are issues that will not be solved soon, but your
continued involvement in effective planning, policy development, and infrastructure
investment is needed. We thank you for your leadership on these issues as we work to
make the Commonwealth more resilient and sustainable.

Sincerely,

Kenneth L. Wright
Chairman, Hampton Roads Planning District Commission
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